Novelreport

Introduction

”Kiss, Kiss” by Roald Dahl is a collection of small novels previously published in newspapers. I chose this book because I’ve read books by this author before, and I like his very special way of writing and his often bizarre stories. All novels are very funny, that’s what I think anyway, so if you like bizarre humour like I do, read “Kiss, Kiss” by Roald Dahl!

The stories take place in the middle of the twentieth century, or perhaps earlier, and all novels are about people living in Great Britian or USA.

The Landlady

A cold and dark night the businessman Billy Weaver arrives at a train station in Bath. He decides to quickly find someplace to spend the night and perhaps have something to eat before he goes to bed. As Mr. Weaver walks down the main street he sees a sign; “Bed And Breakfast Inn”. At first sight he doesn’t like the place, but a strange power pulls him towards the froont door and forces him to ring the doorbell. The landlady opens the door and welcomes him in. She turns out to be a very nice old woman, and later in the night she invites Mr. Weaver for a cup of tea in the ground floor. They start talking, and it turns out that the landlady only invited young, good-looking and healthy men. After some more buiscits and tea we find out that the landlady is a taxidermist and that Mr. Weaver is her next project...

Royal Jelly

Mr. and Mrs. Taylor was a couple that for many years tried to get a baby, and now Mrs. Taylor finally succeeded in giving birth to a little baby-girl. They had however a big problem; the baby refused to eat or drink anything. She hadn’t eaten prperly for a long time and she was very skinny, so the parents were very worried, but there was nothing they could do. One night when Mr Taylor, who was a beekeeper, read a magazine he found an article about something called royal jelly. The royal jelly was something that the bees produced to make the larvas grow faster. He decided to try it on his baby, and she started to eat more and more of it. After a few days the parents discovered something terrifying with their baby. She started to turn into a bee...

The Champion Of The World

This story takes place on the countryside somewhere in England, where a boy and his father lived and worked in a little gas station. The father was a lot into poaching, and one night he decided to bring his son to the forest to teach him. The son came up with the fantastic idea to put pieces of sleeping-pills into raisins, that they would fool the pheasants to eat. The following night - which was the night before Mr. Hazel (the owner of the forest) would have his yearly hunting-party - they went out in the forest to start spreading the raisins on the ground. After about half an hour, the drugged pheasants started to fall from the trees. They collected the pheasants and returned home to the gas station with their quarry. But shortly after they came home the effect of the sleeping pills started to decrease and all the pheasants tried to fly, but since they were still pretty dizzy, they settled around the gas station. The poaching was not a total failure though. They still ruined Mr. Hazels hunting-party...

Genesis And Catastrophe (A True Story)

This is a true story about a man and awife who moved to Braunau in Austria to visit a doctor to help them with a delivery. The couple had lost all their previous children so they wanted to be sure to keep this one alive. The woman was very upset and worried and kept asking the doctor if her baby was going to be allright. When the delivery was over, the doctor called for her husband to come. “Herr Hitler”, the doctor said. “It was a boy”. “Good. His name will be Adolf. I really hope the boy will survive this time. He must.”

Interesting Passages

Every story had a very interesting and bizarre ending, which was very funny but sometimes very confusing. For example the story “Royal Jelly” , where the main characters turn into bees in the ending!

Author’s Purpose

I think Dahl’s only purpose with the novels were to entertain and make people laugh.

Author’s writing style

His writing style is very unique and good. When you have started reading a story you can’t stop! It is like your trapped in the book. Every story has a very strange ending which sort of twists the whole story around. He doesn’t describe the surroundings more than absolutely necessary, which I think is good because I am more interested in what’s going to happen in the story than to read what color the main characters sweater has...

My own opinion

I  liked the novels very much because they were both exciting, bizarre and funny. I especially liked the endings because they really surprised me.

